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those persons are most disposed to have recourse to auxiliary alliances
of this kind who are least qualified by nature or fortune to depend
upon their own strength and powers; the weaker sex, for instance, be-
ing generally more inclined to engage in friendships than the male
part of our species; and those who are depressed by indigence, or
laboring under misfortunes, than the wealthy and the prosperous.
Excellent and obliging sages these, undoubtedly. To strike out the
friendly affections from the moral world would be like extinguishing' the
sun in the natural, each of them being the source of the best and most
grateful satisfactions that the gods have conferred on the sons of men.
But I should be glad to know what the real value of this boasted
exemption from care, which they promise their disciples, justly amounts
to? an exemption flattering to self-love, I confess, but which, upon
many occurrences in human life, should be rejected with the utmost
disdain. For nothing, surely, can be more inconsistent with a well-
poised and manly spirit, than to decline engaging in any laudable
action, or to be discouraged from persevering in it, by an apprehension
of the trouble and solicitude with which it may probably be attended.
Virtue herself, indeed, ought to be totally renounced, if it be right
to avoid every possible means that may be productive of uneasiness;
for who that is actuated by her principles can observe the conduct of
an opposite character, without being affected with some degree of
secret dissatisfaction? Are not the just, the brave, and. the good
necessarily exposed to the disagreeable emotions of dislike and aversion
when they respectively meet with instances of fraud, of cowardice, or
of villainy? It is an essential property of every well-constituted
mind to be affected with pain, or pleasure, according to the nature of
those moral appearances that present themselves to observation.
If sensibility, therefore, be not incompatible with true wisdom (and
it surely is- not, unless we suppose that philosophy deadens every
finer feeling of our nature) what just reason can be assigned why the
sympathetic sufferings, which may result from friendship, should be a
sufficient inducement for banishing that generous affection from the
human breast? Extinguish all emotions of the heart and what dif-
ference will remain, I do not say between man and brute, but between
man and a mere inanimate clod? Away then with those austere
philosophers who represent virute as hardening the soul against all
the softer impressions of humanity. .The fact, certainly, is much
otherwise; a truly good man is upon many occasions extremely sus-
ceptible of tender sentiments, and his heart expands with joy or
shrinks with sorrow, as good or ill fortune accompanies his friend.
Upon the whole, then, it may fairly be concluded, that as in the ease
of virtue, so in that of friendship, those painful sensations which may
sometimes be produced by the one, as well as by the other, are